
A E W ’s  v e r y  u n i q u e  a n d  s i t e  s p e c i f i c  d e s i g n  c o n c e p t  w a s  a  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r 
i n  s e c u r i n g  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o  d e s i g n  a  n e w  £ 4 5 m i l l i o n  M u s e u m  p r o j e c t  f o r 
S o u t h e n d - o n - S e a  B o r o u g h  C o u n c i l .

B e a t i n g  o v e r  6 5  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e d  p r a c t i c e s ,  A E W  a n d 
t h e i r  c o n s u l t a n t  t e a m ,  T u r n e r  &  T o w n s e n d  a n d  B u r o  H a p p o l d ,  w e r e  s e l e c t e d 
f o l l o w i n g  a  t h r e e  s t a g e  c o m p e t i t i v e  p r o c e s s . 

T h e  n e w  m u s e u m  i s  t o  b e  b u i l t  o n  S o u t h e n d ’s  C l i f f  G a r d e n s  a n d  i s  s e t  t o 
b e c o m e  a  n a t i o n a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .   H a i l e d  a s  p o s s i b l y  t h e 
m o s t  s p e c t a c u l a r  d i s c o v e r y  o f  i t s  k i n d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  5 0  y e a r s ,  t h e  t r e a s u r e s 
o f  a  S a x o n  P r i n c e l y  b u r i a l  c h a m b e r  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  P r i t t l e w e l l  i n  2 0 0 3  w i l l  b e 
a m o n g s t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  n e w  M u s e u m  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  m a j o r  c u l t u r a l 
c e n t r e  h o u s i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  b e i n g  h e l d  a t  S o u t h e n d  C e n t r a l  M u s e u m  a n d  t h e 
B e e c r o f t  A r t  G a l l e r y ,  W e s t c l i f f .

A E W  b e l i e v e  t h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m a j o r  m i l e s t o n e  i n  o u r  a i m  t o 
s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  g r o w  o u r  d e s i g n  s e r v i c e .

‘Handing Over The Reins’

A E W  a re  p l e a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  S t e v e  B u r n e  a s 
M a n a g i n g  D i re c t o r. 

S t e v e  h a s  b e e n  p r o m o t e d  f r o m  t h e  r o l e  o f  D i r e c t o r  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  1 4 
y e a r  c a r e e r  w i t h i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  e v e r y d a y  m a n a g e m e n t 
o f  t h e  o f f i c e .  I n  h i s  n e w  r o l e  a s  M D ,  h e  w i l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  l e a d i n g  t h e 
f i r m  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  p h a s e  o f  i t s  b u s i n e s s  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  p l a n ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t o 
d i v e r s i f y  i n t o  o t h e r  s e c t o r s  w h i l s t  c o n t i n u i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
w i t h  o u r  e x i s t i n g  c l i e n t s .

C h r i s  W e w e r ,  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  h a s  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  a s  E x e c u t i v e 
C h a i r m a n  o f  A E W  a n d  h i s  r e c e n t  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  H i g h  S h e r i f f  o f  G r e a t e r 
M a n c h e s t e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  S t e v e ’s  d r i v e  a n d  a m b i t i o n  h a s  m a d e  t h i s  t h e  p e r f e c t 
t i m e  t o  h a n d  o v e r  t h e  r e i n s . 

C h r i s  a n d  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  t e a m  w i l l  b e  g i v i n g  S t e v e  t h e i r  f u l l  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g 
t h e  c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  e x c i t i n g  t i m e s  a h e a d .

Southend-on-Sea Museum Commission

T: 0161 214 4370	         F:  0161 214 4371 	       W: aewarchitects.com              	E:  main@aewarchitects.c o m
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Ronald McDonald House Charit ies
AEW are continuing to work closely with Ronald McDonald House Charit ies on a 
number of projects across the country. Construction work is progressing well  on 
a 60 bed House at Birmingham Children’s Hospital,  which is due for completion in 
November 2009. Planning appl ications have been submitted for a 28 bed House at the 
Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital,  Stanmore and a 20 bed House at Birmingham 
Women’s Hospital,  both have been recommended for approval in August.  

Proposals are also being f inal ised for 60 bedroom House at the new Manchester 
Chi ldren’s Hospital,  with a ful l  planning appl ication due in September, which wil l 
include provis ion for a second phase of the development to provide an addit ional 
35 bedrooms. 

The RMHC buildings al l  feature a terracotta rainscreen cladding system in a palette 
of greys, greens and white. This not only provides a very animated bui lding, but also 
a unique identity that the Charity are keen to promote throughout their national 
bui lding programme.

Manchester

Manchester

Birmingham Women’s

Stanmore

Stanmore

One year on from delivering AEW’s 5 year plan, Chris officially handed over the reins to Steve, 
who went on to review the objectives of 2008. Some of the more significant achievements 
for AEW during 2008 have been;

�Gaining IS09001 Accreditation & Securing commissions in new sectors for the practice. •	

Increasing the design profile of the practice by winning the Southend-on-Sea Museum •	
competition.

Increasing turnover and profitability by 10%.•	

Steve thanked all staff for their effort & commitment in what has been a challenging year. 
He assured staff that the Directors will continue to ensure the stability & well being of the 
practice moving forward by making tough decisions & through pro-active management. Most 
of all he re-iterated the need to support and look after our existing clients in these difficult 
times.

Steve also to outlined our objectives for the year ahead and including;

To develop and implement an AEW Environmental Policy by December 2009. To develop •	
and implement a sustainability strategy for our projects by December 2009 and to gain 
Investors in People Status. 

We need to build on the good work to improve our design reputation and this is backed •	
up by the new mission statement “To design and deliver buildings and spaces that 
exceed all expectations”

Staff were treated to a demonstration of how AEW’s new website will look when it is 
launched. (right)

The case studies featured within the new website demonstrate some of our more recent •	
schemes and the website, we believe, will express our commitment to our client and 
consultant teams through high quality, sustainable architecture.

The annual event, held at AEW’s offices, went really well and all staff finished the night 
drinking and frolicking around Manchester City Centre. One Director in particular only lasted 
half an hour within the office the next day!. (Guess who!)

AEW Annual Staff Presentation 



        

 

The National Museum of Liverpool nears completion
Work  i s  p rogress ing  we l l  a t  L i ve rpoo l .  The  ex te r io r  i s  v i r tua l l y  comple te  in  te rms 
of  s tone  and g las s  and  the  ramps  a re  coming on  we l l ,  becoming subs tant ia l 
e lements  a t  e i ther  end  of  the  bu i ld ing .   I t ’s  now fu l l  s team ahead on  check ing  a l l 
the  p re -cas t  concre te  and precas t  un i t s  to  the  compl i ca ted  Amphi theat re  s teps 
and ramp sur faces .  

The  in te r io r  i s  a l so  coming together  we l l  and  near l y  a l l  the  ce i l ings  a re  in .  The 
cent ra l  s ta i r case  i s  look ing  s imp ly  s tunn ing ,  and  desp i te  i t s  huge  s i ze ,  seems  to 
soar  th rough the  space  l i ke  a  vas t  wh i te  r ibbon unwind ing  f rom the  sky l ight . 
Th i s  i s  the  bu i ld ing ’s  p iece  de  res i s tance  and we can ’t  wa i t  to  see  the  t imber 
s teps  ins ta l l ed  and see  i t  in  use .

AEW have recently completed twin retail developments in Sheffield and Hull. The 

concept behind the brand adds a European flair to the vision, as high quality pedestrian 

areas reflect the fact that ninety percent of the shopping experience happens outside 

the shop! .

The schemes include projecting signage boxes at first floor level to highlight entrance 

positions and a slender glass canopy connecting the units. The contemporary design 

incorporates black stone and glass to develop a building that would give the client a 

“visual brand identity” to which future schemes would be l inked.

Anlaby, Hull
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AEW Over 30’s Vs Under 30’s Football  Match

Manchester Run 2009

Craig Wilkinson
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(Welcome Back to!)
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Assistant
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Architectural 

Assistant

Lucy Taylor

Admin 

Assistant

15 members of AEW embarked upon the challenging 
but enjoyable ascent of Mount Snowdon via the Miners 
Track followed by a descent along the Llanberis path on 
Saturday 6th June.

Completing the walk within 5 hours, AEW nearly doubled 
their target of £2,500 to secure over £4,220 for RMHC 
who help improve the quality of the life of desperately 
ill children and their families through the provision 
of free ‘home away from home’ accommodation at 
children’s hospitals around the country.

We would like to take this opportunity to say a massive 
“thank you” to all our sponsors and we look forward 
to the next challenge.

This keenly anticipated match had all the ingredients of a classic: talented players, 
visionary management, good weather and several cans of WD40 to stop the squeaking 
of our older player’s knees.

After a close, hard-fought contest involving plenty of blood, sweat and (unconfirmed 
reports of) tears, the Under-30’s edged a narrow 15-5 victory - despite at one point 
having one player against five. Neutral bystanders blamed the Over-30’s downfall 
squarely at Associate Director Alan Lamb’s feet after his spectacularly missed penalty 
early on in the game.

The evening finished with a few beers and a curry with the supporters. The squads are 
already looking forward to the rematch in the near future!.

AEW turned out 13 entrants 
for this  year’s  Bupa Great 
Manchester Run. With ages 
ranging from 24 to 60 years, 
we managed to ra ise some 
money for worthwhi le char i t ies , 
and we got round in t ime’s 
ranging from Ross Hunt ingdon’s 
fantast ic  39 minutes (P ictured 
far  r ight)to 1.02 hours.  A great 
effort  was put in by a l l  who 
took part  and those who turned 
out to support  the event.

AEW would like to welcome

AEWs Teemu Metsala sang 
with the nat ional ly  acc la imed 
Manchester’s  S ing Out Choir 
to a sold out Salford’s  Lowry 
theatre. 

Wel l  done Teemu!

RMHC Snowdon Challenge

Bigmouth Strikes Again


